Jesn-Panl Riraks

The first municipal council in Cowansville
was directed by James O Hafloran who had
heen clecied by acclumation hefore being
named Mayor by the other councillors, fol-
Towing & proposal by Hiram E Gleason. on 21
Felbrusry 15876

Faur of the six other original councel members
were also clected by acclamarion, they were:
MNelson Huiler, George K. Meshitt, William
Kathan and William P.Carter. Theer cal-
leagues, William Dent and Hiram E.Gleason
rrecived m.lr,rr':Lu,'.\ of 3% and 48 visles respee-
ovely

The nowly elected councillors met for the hral
dme on 14 Fehrusry 1876, Willkem Stevenson
s mared] Secretany of the Moncipality, o8 a
salary of 850 & year, ooc week later, on 2]
Feheooary a1 the second ool mecting.
ceeBom in Fermoy, Irekand, James (" Hallo-

Cowansville’s First Town Council

O’'Halloran, Nesbitt, Ruiter,

ran came o Cansin in [B2R. A gradoste of
Yermont University, he fooght under the
Amserican flag durise the war agains Mexweo,
Retuming o Canadn. Mr O'Hallorsn smdicd
fuw umdber his fotune brother-im-law Judge
Mumcus Doherty hefore being admmed 10 te
Cansdian Bar in [852. He then became
Crown Prosecutor and President of the Dis-
trict of Bediord Bar Associgbon,

Flected Member of the Legislative Assembly
af the old Provenee of Cannda m 1861, he was
re-ghected by acclamation in 1863 and contn-
ued 10 ropresent Hrome-Missisquoi until
14967, Opposed o the Confoderabeen paogect
he didd 1w seck a forther mamsdate.

lames (L alloran was President of the South
Enstern Raalway for scveral years, a raitway
which wis subsequently purchased hy Cana-
dian Facific Raitway and for which company
' Halloren became its Qeches Coonsel

(Mkers elected
T 1870, George Knight Neshitl bought the
grl] hoalt i TE3%5 by Andnew Cowan, brother
ol Peter, and William Carter, brother-in-liw 1o
Andeew, He installed & dynamo capable of
Hghting soane 300 lamps and sapplied the s
clectricty 1o the villape. It is to Neshitt, wheo
died in 1909, that we owe e o erocted al
the imierection of Sooth and Rivitre Sirests,
Siclson Rulter was the son of Jacob Hanter,
the first settler. His Giro cxtended from to-
abay"s Willasd Stroet to the Yamoeda River and
from Yeteran: Boulevard o the {car Brook
near today s Auberpe des Camefours,. Nelson
deed in FEES.
William Lent®s farm was sifanted om the cast
2ide of South Street, on eop of the bl His two
storey home, 2 brick structure, is sl there to-
hay ard menbered 955 South. Julm Thent, wheo
dicd im 1895, was the builder of the Sainte-
Hose-de-1ama chairch,

Gleason and Three Williams

Justice of the Peace and gencral merchant,
William Kathan also built the commercial
building of the Burzell and Danicl Brothers at
the intersection of South and Mazin Streets,
where the Caisse populine it todsy. He also
gave the lundd to provide for 2 cemetery and
upon part of which Chinist Church was buill.
He died mn 1576

Hiram E.Gleason was the son of Hiram
Gleason Sr, merchant and awner of The
Hubb, situated ar the intersection of Mam and
Soulh Strects, adiacent 1o the Bank of Mon-
fresl

Originally from Florenee, Massachusetts, the
Municipal Secrerary, William Stevenson
munried Fliza Ruiter dawghier of Jacob Ruiler
He took ap his post in Febraary 1576 and re

o] in it for 24 years, He lived in o bouse,
wiach in still there, ot 114, Willearm Strect, the
street having been nemed afier his frel pome.
e died i 1912



